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In this study we will outline Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the “Great Image” and its prophetic and spiritual 

implications. This prophecy is one of the pivotal prophetic passages in the Bible. It is of vital importance 

when interpreting the prophetic word. 

which it is presented. Though not the subject of this study, there are equally important parallel prophecies 

to be considered in the Book of Daniel 

After the imperious and prosperous days of Solomon, 

kingdoms. There was the Northern Kingdom (often called 

Southern Kingdom, usually referred to as Judah. Decades before Daniel

unbelief the Northern Kingdom of Israel 

and they remain so even today.  

 

At the time of this prophecy, Assyria had been conquered by Babylon, which was then ruled by 

Nebuchadnezzar. The people of Judah 

because of their spiritual unbelief, which came to a head u

had earlier foretold that Judah would remain in Babylonian captivity for 70 years as a result of God’s 

judgment. This period was drawing to a close. God now reveals to Daniel what He has in store for Judah 

the whole nation.   

 

The dream 

It was during the days of Judah’s captivity in Babylon that Nebuchadnezzar dreamt of a Great Image. He did 

not know what the dream meant and it troubled him deeply. He summoned his wise men and demanded 

that they relate the dream and then explain it to him. They failed and were sentenced to death. But God, 

whose foolishness is greater than man’s wisdom, had a man called Daniel among His people. Daniel was 

among the captives in Babylon. He was God’s ordained prophet and a

in the royal courts continued up to the time when Babylon was overrun by the Medo

esteem among the heathen. “Them that 

Nebuchadnezzar to do what man in all his wisdom could not do, to re

interpret it. This he did after much prayer before God, who gave him the details of the king’s dream and its 

interpretation, recorded in Daniel 2. “Where is

world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world” (1 Cor 1:20)?

Nebuchadnezzar’s 
“Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This great image, whose brightness was excellent, stood 

before thee; and the form thereof was terrible. This image's head was of fine 

his breast and his arms of 

feet part of iron and part of clay

till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that 

were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. Then was

brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff 

of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was 

found for them: and the stone that smote the image became a 

(Dan 2:31-35). 
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Introduction 
In this study we will outline Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the “Great Image” and its prophetic and spiritual 

implications. This prophecy is one of the pivotal prophetic passages in the Bible. It is of vital importance 

interpreting the prophetic word. We need to be attentive to the biblical and historical context within 

Though not the subject of this study, there are equally important parallel prophecies 

to be considered in the Book of Daniel – especially those given in Daniel chapters 7 and 8. 

 

Historical background 
prosperous days of Solomon, the once united nation of 

kingdoms. There was the Northern Kingdom (often called Israel or Samaria after its capital city) and the 

Southern Kingdom, usually referred to as Judah. Decades before Daniel’s prophecy

the Northern Kingdom of Israel was taken captive by Assyria (722 BC). 

At the time of this prophecy, Assyria had been conquered by Babylon, which was then ruled by 

Nebuchadnezzar. The people of Judah - the Southern Kingdom were in Babylon. They were there as captives 

because of their spiritual unbelief, which came to a head under its last and wicked king, Zedekiah. Jeremiah 

had earlier foretold that Judah would remain in Babylonian captivity for 70 years as a result of God’s 

judgment. This period was drawing to a close. God now reveals to Daniel what He has in store for Judah 

Judah’s captivity in Babylon that Nebuchadnezzar dreamt of a Great Image. He did 

not know what the dream meant and it troubled him deeply. He summoned his wise men and demanded 

the dream and then explain it to him. They failed and were sentenced to death. But God, 

whose foolishness is greater than man’s wisdom, had a man called Daniel among His people. Daniel was 

among the captives in Babylon. He was God’s ordained prophet and a servant in the king’s court. 

in the royal courts continued up to the time when Babylon was overrun by the Medo

em that honour Me, I will honour” (2 Sam 2:30).

adnezzar to do what man in all his wisdom could not do, to relate the details of the dream and then 

interpret it. This he did after much prayer before God, who gave him the details of the king’s dream and its 

interpretation, recorded in Daniel 2. “Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this 

world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world” (1 Cor 1:20)? 

 

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream 
“Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This great image, whose brightness was excellent, stood 

before thee; and the form thereof was terrible. This image's head was of fine 

his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of 

part of iron and part of clay (the 10 toes are implicit in Chapter 2). Thou sawest 

till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that 

were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. Then was

brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff 

of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was 

that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth” 

                                               2 

In this study we will outline Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the “Great Image” and its prophetic and spiritual 

implications. This prophecy is one of the pivotal prophetic passages in the Bible. It is of vital importance 

the biblical and historical context within 

Though not the subject of this study, there are equally important parallel prophecies 

rs 7 and 8.  

the once united nation of Israel divided into two 

after its capital city) and the 

’s prophecy, due to its spiritual 

 Its people were dispersed 

At the time of this prophecy, Assyria had been conquered by Babylon, which was then ruled by 

the Southern Kingdom were in Babylon. They were there as captives 

nder its last and wicked king, Zedekiah. Jeremiah 

had earlier foretold that Judah would remain in Babylonian captivity for 70 years as a result of God’s 

judgment. This period was drawing to a close. God now reveals to Daniel what He has in store for Judah and 

Judah’s captivity in Babylon that Nebuchadnezzar dreamt of a Great Image. He did 

not know what the dream meant and it troubled him deeply. He summoned his wise men and demanded 

the dream and then explain it to him. They failed and were sentenced to death. But God, 

whose foolishness is greater than man’s wisdom, had a man called Daniel among His people. Daniel was 

servant in the king’s court. His service 

in the royal courts continued up to the time when Babylon was overrun by the Medo-Persians. Such was his 

2 Sam 2:30).  Daniel was called before 

the details of the dream and then 

interpret it. This he did after much prayer before God, who gave him the details of the king’s dream and its 

the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this 

“Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This great image, whose brightness was excellent, stood 

before thee; and the form thereof was terrible. This image's head was of fine gold, 

, his belly and his thighs of brass, His legs of iron, his 

(the 10 toes are implicit in Chapter 2). Thou sawest 

till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that 

were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. Then was the iron, the clay, the 

brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff 

of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was 

, and filled the whole earth” 
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The Bible’s interpretation of the dream 
“Thou [Nebuchadnezzar] art this head of gold ... after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and 

another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth. And the fourth kingdom shall be 

strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all 

these, shall it break in pieces and bruise. And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters' clay, 

and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch 

as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay. And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, 

so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry 

clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even as 

iron is not mixed with clay. And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which 

shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and 

consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever…thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the 

mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the 

great God hath made known…what shall come to pass hereafter…the dream is certain, and the 

interpretation thereof sure” (Dan 2:38-45). 

 

Prophetic aspects of the Great Image – Part 1 
Daniel identifies four now historical Gentile empires or kingdoms that ruled successively over Jerusalem 

and the Southern Kingdom. They ruled over the then known world. They are as follows: 

 

• The Babylonian Empire (which was in existence at the time). 

• The Medo-Persian Empire 

• The Greek Empire  

• The Roman Empire (this Empire will be “revived” and then destroyed by the 5
th

 Empire as we note later). 

 

It is important to understand that Daniel was not predicting the emergence of the Medes, the Persians, the 

Greeks or even the Romans. These people existed at that time.
1
 He was predicting the coming of their 

dominating kingdoms.  

 

These four empires (and the one represented by the feet and toes – the revived Roman Empire which we 

note later), all relate to the Times of the Gentiles (Lk 21:24). This is the period in which God uses Gentile 

powers to subdue the Jews because of their unbelief. We will have more to say about this vital prophetic 

period later and about the “stone” (Christ) that brings it to an end. Figure 1.2 represents the Great Image of 

the dream showing its various parts, their associated metals and the corresponding Gentile empires.  

 

The fall in metal value reflects the moral and spiritual decline in these Gentile governments, inverse to their 

increasing political and territorial strength.  

 

These Gentile empires are presented successively, indicating that they follow each other in time; this is 

crucial in establishing their identity historically and prophetically.  

 

In this Image the as in all OT prophecy, the Church is not in view.  

 

                                                 
1
 For instance the Imperial Roman Empire followed both the Persian and Greek empires, yet the Republic of Rome 

was founded in 510 BC during the reign of Daruis I, when Persia was the ascendant world power.  
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Babylon is the first of the successive Gentile empires represented in the Image. 

illustrated in Figure 1.2. The Empire 

538 BC) and named by Daniel (Dan 2:37

hasty nation, which shall march through the breadth of the land, to pos

dwelling places that are not theirs… they are terrible and dreadful” (Hab 1:6

Chaldeans were the founders of Babylon and their name was synonymous with it. 

The gold, the richest of the metals represents the glorious reign of Nebuchadnezzar

as supreme despot (

who, along with his allies destroyed the Assyrian capital of Nineveh. Quite possibly 

the gold also reflects the fact that this lustrous metal was a feature of Babylon, 

lavishly adorning its architecture. In Isaiah Babylon is referred to as the “golden city” (Isa 14:4) and Marduk, 

the principal god of Babylon was known as the god of gold. 

Babel and in the wicked deeds of Nimrod

Euphrates and Tigris rivers, some 90 

been an awe-inspiring sight to the exiled Jews. Secular history tells of the famous “Hanging Gardens”

resplendent display of technical and botanical architecture. Herodotus, the Greek historian visited the site of 

the city in latter days and claimed it formed a 14 mile square with walls 300 feet high (reputedly) and 80 feet 

The Bible’s Interpretation 

World 
Empires 

Predicted

THE STONE
Christ returns to 

end all Gentile
rule.
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is the first of the successive Gentile empires represented in the Image. 

illustrated in Figure 1.2. The Empire is symbolized by the head of gold. It was a literal 

by Daniel (Dan 2:37-38). It is referred to in the Bible as of the Chaldeans, “that bitter and 

hasty nation, which shall march through the breadth of the land, to pos

dwelling places that are not theirs… they are terrible and dreadful” (Hab 1:6

Chaldeans were the founders of Babylon and their name was synonymous with it. 

The gold, the richest of the metals represents the glorious reign of Nebuchadnezzar

as supreme despot (left, c. 575 BC). He was the son of Nabopolassar, a Chaldean 

who, along with his allies destroyed the Assyrian capital of Nineveh. Quite possibly 

the gold also reflects the fact that this lustrous metal was a feature of Babylon, 

y adorning its architecture. In Isaiah Babylon is referred to as the “golden city” (Isa 14:4) and Marduk, 

the principal god of Babylon was known as the god of gold. The empire had its origins in the impious days of 

Babel and in the wicked deeds of Nimrod. The city itself was in ancient Mesopotamia 

Euphrates and Tigris rivers, some 90 kilometers south of modern Baghdad. The city complex 

inspiring sight to the exiled Jews. Secular history tells of the famous “Hanging Gardens”

resplendent display of technical and botanical architecture. Herodotus, the Greek historian visited the site of 

claimed it formed a 14 mile square with walls 300 feet high (reputedly) and 80 feet 

BABYLONIAN EMPIRE 

The Bible’s Interpretation – The Great Image Daniel 2:36

2. Arms & Breast of Silver
Persian Empire – Now Past, 332BC

5. Feet (10 Toes) of Iron & Clay
Revived Roman Empire –

3. Belly & Thighs of Brass 
Grecian Empire – Now Past, 63BC

4. Legs of Iron – Roman Empire 
Now Past

returns to 
end all Gentile The STONE becomes a great mountain

- the MILLENNIAL KINGDOM

1. Head of Gold – Babylonian Empire 
(Nebuchadnezzar) – Now Past, 

536BC.

Figure© J W de SILVA
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is the first of the successive Gentile empires represented in the Image. Its territorial extent is 

. It was a literal kingdom (c. 605 – c. 

38). It is referred to in the Bible as of the Chaldeans, “that bitter and 

hasty nation, which shall march through the breadth of the land, to possess the 

dwelling places that are not theirs… they are terrible and dreadful” (Hab 1:6-7). The 

Chaldeans were the founders of Babylon and their name was synonymous with it. 

The gold, the richest of the metals represents the glorious reign of Nebuchadnezzar 

c. 575 BC). He was the son of Nabopolassar, a Chaldean 

who, along with his allies destroyed the Assyrian capital of Nineveh. Quite possibly 

the gold also reflects the fact that this lustrous metal was a feature of Babylon, 

y adorning its architecture. In Isaiah Babylon is referred to as the “golden city” (Isa 14:4) and Marduk, 

its origins in the impious days of 

Mesopotamia located between the 

The city complex would have 

inspiring sight to the exiled Jews. Secular history tells of the famous “Hanging Gardens”– a 

resplendent display of technical and botanical architecture. Herodotus, the Greek historian visited the site of 

claimed it formed a 14 mile square with walls 300 feet high (reputedly) and 80 feet 

Daniel 2:36-45

Silver – Medo-
Now Past, 332BC

Iron & Clay. 
–Still Future

Brass –
Now Past, 63BC

Roman Empire –

The STONE becomes a great mountain

the MILLENNIAL KINGDOM

Babylonian Empire 
Now Past, 

Figure1.1
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wide containing 100 gates. As well as its magnificent buildings, Babylon was renowned for its rivers, canals 

and temples. However, Gentile subjection of the Jews according to God’s judicial purposes would soon come 

under the might of another powerful empire. Despite its great commercial, political and military strength, 

Babylon was overtaken by the Medes and Persians. Here, too, we come across another remarkable 

prophecy fulfilled literally. Years before Babylon emerged as a strength, Isaiah foretold its demise at the 

hand of the Medes. 
 

“Behold, I will stir up the Medes against them, which shall not regard silver; and as for gold, they shall not delight in it. Their bows 

also shall dash the young men to pieces; and they shall have no pity on the fruit of the womb; their eye shall not spare children. And 

Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees' excellency, shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah” (Isa 

13:17-19). 

 

Isaiah’s prophecy was restated during a drunken and profane feast in the Babylonian reign of Belshazzar. 

Handwriting appeared on a wall with the words “MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.” Daniel gave their 

meaning. “MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the 

balances, and art found wanting. PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians” (Dan 

5:26-28). This prophecy was fulfilled on the night it was given. Belshazzar was killed and shortly after Darius 

the Mede (not the later Darius of Persia) overtook Babylon, the city having been under siege and assault by 

Cyrus. Cyrus was the Persian king, the other arm of the initial dual second kingdom – the Medo-Persian 

Empire which we take up next. He took Babylon in 539 BC as recorded in the Chronicle of Nabonidus and the 

Cylinder of Cyrus. With the Medes and Persians came the beginning of the end for Babylon as foretold by 

Isaiah. Babylon “shall never be inhabited, neither shall it be dwelt in from generation to generation: neither 

shall the Arabian pitch tent there; neither shall the shepherds make their fold there” (Isa 13:20). Let the 

profane voice of the skeptic again be silenced, this time by the words of the Greek historian Strabo (64 BC– 

c. 23 AD) who declared of Babylon, “The great desert was the great city.” 

 
 

 
 

Figure 1.2 
 

Babylonian Empire 

Jerusalem 

Black Sea 

Media 

Caspian 
      Sea  

Persian  
 Gulf 

Mediterranean Sea Persia 

Babylon 

Egypt 

Judah (Southern 
Kingdom) was taken 
into captivity for 70 
years as prophesied 
(586 BC) 

Red  
Sea 

Nineveh 

Tigris 

  Euphrates 
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The breast and arms of silver in the Great Image represent the Medo

arms speak of the dual power that overthrew the Babylonian Empire,

before its time by Isaiah and Daniel. “The ram which thou sawest having two horns are the kings of Media 

and Persia” (Dan 8:20, cf Isa 13:17).

Medes under Darius were the first to conquer Babylon during the reign of Belshazzar, Nebuchadnezzar’s 

successor (Dan 5:30-31). Their regional dominance was then lost to the Persia

of Persia. After he overtook the Median Empire Cyrus 

Babylonia, Assyria, Phoenicia and 

Southern Kingdom under Babylon ended as prophesied.

 

Here again history reveals another remarkable prophecy literally fulfilled. Isaiah prophesied that a king 

anointed of God would take up the cause of Judah and end its captivity under Babylon. Isaiah even named 

the king –

my pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy 

foundation shall be laid” (Isa 44:28). Centuries after this prophecy was made Cyrus 

came into power and in the course of his reign he

return to its homeland

Cyrus was so accurate, that the ever

the book of Isaiah rather than admit to God’s “sure 

spiritual lessons. Apart from any historical verification, the prophecies of Isaiah and 

Daniel have the highest possible accreditation 

12:38). The Persian Empire continued

death of Cyrus. He was succeeded by his son Cambyses who extended the territorial empire of Persia into 

Egypt. He was briefly succeeded by Smerdis. Darius I followed as king. He made further

Armenia, Thrace and northwest India as far as the Indus River. He was succeeded by Xerxes and then 

Artaxerxes I under whose reign the Persian Empire began to dissipate. The second and third return to 

Jerusalem took place during his reign. T

as Zerubbabel, Ezra and Nehemiah. Artaxerxes III restored much of the empire’s lost territory. 

Persian king was Darius III. He was soundly defeated by Alexander the Great at the ba

331 BC.  

 

Before considering the next empire figured in the Image, we must highlight the prophetic significance of 

Judah’s return to Jerusalem under the Persian Empire. 

 

• First, the Persian liberation paved the way for the coming of Christ and His death on a Roman cross 

in fulfilment of promise and prophecy. 

                                                
2
 Daniel was a later contemporary of Jeremiah. He saw the literal fulfilment of Jeremiah’s prophecy of Judah’s 70

year captivity under Babylon. He refers to Jeremiah’s prophecy of this captivity in his own writing. “In the first year 

of his reign [Darius of the Medo-Persian empire] I Daniel understood by books the number of the years, whereof 

the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of 

Jerusalem” (Dan 9:2).  Daniel also saw the literal fulfi

of the Great Image (Dan 2), living to the end of the Babylonian Empire under Belshazzar and into the early years of 

Medo-Persian rule over Jerusalem.   
3
 It is interesting to observe in passing

known and heathen world acknowledged Jerusalem as belonging to the Jews.
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in the Great Image represent the Medo-Persian Empire

speak of the dual power that overthrew the Babylonian Empire, as unveiled by history

before its time by Isaiah and Daniel. “The ram which thou sawest having two horns are the kings of Media 

and Persia” (Dan 8:20, cf Isa 13:17). This empire was inferior, not in its territory but in its divided rule. The 

Medes under Darius were the first to conquer Babylon during the reign of Belshazzar, Nebuchadnezzar’s 

31). Their regional dominance was then lost to the Persians under Cyrus the great king 

of Persia. After he overtook the Median Empire Cyrus conquered a number of territories in the Middle East 

and Lydia. Under the benevolence of Cyrus the 70

under Babylon ended as prophesied.
2
  

Here again history reveals another remarkable prophecy literally fulfilled. Isaiah prophesied that a king 

anointed of God would take up the cause of Judah and end its captivity under Babylon. Isaiah even named 

– Cyrus (left). God said of Cyrus, “he is my shepherd, and shall perform all 

my pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy 

foundation shall be laid” (Isa 44:28). Centuries after this prophecy was made Cyrus 

came into power and in the course of his reign he issued a decree allowing Judah to 

return to its homeland (Ezra 1).
3
 The literal fulfilment of this prophecy concerning 

Cyrus was so accurate, that the ever-present skeptics set about trying to discredit 

the book of Isaiah rather than admit to God’s “sure word” of prophecy and its 

spiritual lessons. Apart from any historical verification, the prophecies of Isaiah and 

Daniel have the highest possible accreditation – they are referred to by the Lord Himself

. The Persian Empire continued as the dominant power in the known world for some time after the 

death of Cyrus. He was succeeded by his son Cambyses who extended the territorial empire of Persia into 

Egypt. He was briefly succeeded by Smerdis. Darius I followed as king. He made further

Armenia, Thrace and northwest India as far as the Indus River. He was succeeded by Xerxes and then 

Artaxerxes I under whose reign the Persian Empire began to dissipate. The second and third return to 

Jerusalem took place during his reign. These were revival times for Judah under the leadership of men such 

as Zerubbabel, Ezra and Nehemiah. Artaxerxes III restored much of the empire’s lost territory. 

Persian king was Darius III. He was soundly defeated by Alexander the Great at the ba

Before considering the next empire figured in the Image, we must highlight the prophetic significance of 

under the Persian Empire.  

First, the Persian liberation paved the way for the coming of Christ and His death on a Roman cross 

in fulfilment of promise and prophecy. “But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among 

         
Daniel was a later contemporary of Jeremiah. He saw the literal fulfilment of Jeremiah’s prophecy of Judah’s 70

year captivity under Babylon. He refers to Jeremiah’s prophecy of this captivity in his own writing. “In the first year 

Persian empire] I Daniel understood by books the number of the years, whereof 

the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of 

Jerusalem” (Dan 9:2).  Daniel also saw the literal fulfilment of his own prophecy regarding the silver arms and chest 

of the Great Image (Dan 2), living to the end of the Babylonian Empire under Belshazzar and into the early years of 

Persian rule over Jerusalem.    

It is interesting to observe in passing, that centuries before Islam arrived on the scene, the leaders of the then 

known and heathen world acknowledged Jerusalem as belonging to the Jews. 

MEDO-PERSIAN EMPIRE 
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Persian Empire (Figure 1.3). The two 

as unveiled by history. It was named 

before its time by Isaiah and Daniel. “The ram which thou sawest having two horns are the kings of Media 

This empire was inferior, not in its territory but in its divided rule. The 

Medes under Darius were the first to conquer Babylon during the reign of Belshazzar, Nebuchadnezzar’s 

ns under Cyrus the great king 

conquered a number of territories in the Middle East - 

he 70-year captivity of the 

Here again history reveals another remarkable prophecy literally fulfilled. Isaiah prophesied that a king 

anointed of God would take up the cause of Judah and end its captivity under Babylon. Isaiah even named 

e is my shepherd, and shall perform all 

my pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy 

foundation shall be laid” (Isa 44:28). Centuries after this prophecy was made Cyrus 

issued a decree allowing Judah to 

The literal fulfilment of this prophecy concerning 

present skeptics set about trying to discredit 

word” of prophecy and its 

spiritual lessons. Apart from any historical verification, the prophecies of Isaiah and 

they are referred to by the Lord Himself (Matt 24:15, Jn 

as the dominant power in the known world for some time after the 

death of Cyrus. He was succeeded by his son Cambyses who extended the territorial empire of Persia into 

Egypt. He was briefly succeeded by Smerdis. Darius I followed as king. He made further conquests into 

Armenia, Thrace and northwest India as far as the Indus River. He was succeeded by Xerxes and then 

Artaxerxes I under whose reign the Persian Empire began to dissipate. The second and third return to 

times for Judah under the leadership of men such 

as Zerubbabel, Ezra and Nehemiah. Artaxerxes III restored much of the empire’s lost territory. The last 

Persian king was Darius III. He was soundly defeated by Alexander the Great at the battle of Gaugamela in 

Before considering the next empire figured in the Image, we must highlight the prophetic significance of 

First, the Persian liberation paved the way for the coming of Christ and His death on a Roman cross 

“But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among 

Daniel was a later contemporary of Jeremiah. He saw the literal fulfilment of Jeremiah’s prophecy of Judah’s 70-

year captivity under Babylon. He refers to Jeremiah’s prophecy of this captivity in his own writing. “In the first year 

Persian empire] I Daniel understood by books the number of the years, whereof 

the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of 

lment of his own prophecy regarding the silver arms and chest 

of the Great Image (Dan 2), living to the end of the Babylonian Empire under Belshazzar and into the early years of 

, that centuries before Islam arrived on the scene, the leaders of the then 
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the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; 

whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting” (Mic 5:2).  

• Second, as a result of the Persian liberating edicts, a strong Jewish national presence was 

established in Jerusalem, to whom Jesus of Nazareth could be revealed as Messiah-King, yet sadly 

rejected. This national rejection precipitated the events that caused the nation to be set aside in 

judgment.  

• Third, the Persian emancipation also enabled the rebuilding of the Temple, the inner veil of which 

could then be rent in two from the top to the bottom, evincing the “new and living way” into the 

holiest that has been wrought through the blood of Christ. Truly, “God is watchful over His word to 

perform it” (Jer 1:12). 

 

 

 
 

Figure 1.3 
 

    

 

 

We next come to the belly and thighs of brass of the Great Image. It is named by Daniel before it appeared. 

“And the rough goat is the king of Grecia: and the great horn that is between his eyes is the first king 

[Alexander]” (Dan 8:21).
4
 It may be that the two thighs represent the Ptolemaic and Seleucid Grecian 

kingdoms that ruled over Israel after Alexander’s death. With the rise of the Greek Empire Daniel’s prophecy 

became history (Figure 1.4). 

 

                                                 
4
 Further details of this empire are given in Daniel 7:6 where he foretells the division of the kingdom into four 

parts, corresponding to the four heads of the leopard – hence its inferior rule compared to the Medo-Persian 

Empire. These four heads represent the division of the Greek empire into four regions by Alexander’s four generals 

after his death.  

GREEK EMPIRE 

Medo-Persian Empire 
(The Persian Empire extended into north-

west India – not shown) 
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Judah returns from captivity 
in Babylon as prophesied – 
under the decree of Cyrus.  
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The Greek Empire had its beginning in the small land of Macedon which was wrested from Persian control 

by a Macedonian warlord named Philip, who became known as king 

Macedonian army by amalgamating many of the Greek states. His aim was to conquer Persia and avenge the 

humiliation wrought upon the Macedonians by the Persian king Xerxes. Before this could be accomplished 

Philip was assassinated. His son Alexande

prosecuted with great skill and speed 

Great (below), as he was later called, the Greek Empire replaced the Medo

power in the known world. He founded the city of 

influential in Greek culture and Christianity (the Alexandria

Alexander’s Greek Empire was divided between 

Empire was mighty in conquest and culture. 

 

The Greeks were polytheistic 

human form, possessing superhuman powers. Their principal gods were Zeus (god of 

the skies); Poseidon (god of the sea); Hades (god of the underworld). In later years 

the Greeks became renowned for their architecture, knowledge and their poli

administration (which is claimed to be the cradle of modern democracy). After the 

division of the Greek Empire between the warring generals and their dynasties, the 

Empire eroded and was eventually overrun by the Romans. This led to an 

amalgamation o

religion of the 

warring kings of the north and south and its infamous king of the north 

Empire is presented in the prophetic word as a foreshadowing of events that will take place in a still distant 

day.  

 

 

 

Alexander 
crossed Hel
through to India.

© J W de SILVA 
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The Greek Empire had its beginning in the small land of Macedon which was wrested from Persian control 

by a Macedonian warlord named Philip, who became known as king Philip of Macedonia

Macedonian army by amalgamating many of the Greek states. His aim was to conquer Persia and avenge the 

humiliation wrought upon the Macedonians by the Persian king Xerxes. Before this could be accomplished 

Philip was assassinated. His son Alexander took up the mission of conquest and vengeance which he 

prosecuted with great skill and speed – even subjugating Egypt and parts of India. 

), as he was later called, the Greek Empire replaced the Medo-Persian Empire as the dominant 

power in the known world. He founded the city of Alexandria on the Nile which, centuries later became 

influential in Greek culture and Christianity (the Alexandrian School). After his death at very young age, 

was divided between his four generals. However, under 

was mighty in conquest and culture.  

The Greeks were polytheistic - worshipping many gods whom they be

human form, possessing superhuman powers. Their principal gods were Zeus (god of 

the skies); Poseidon (god of the sea); Hades (god of the underworld). In later years 

the Greeks became renowned for their architecture, knowledge and their poli

administration (which is claimed to be the cradle of modern democracy). After the 

division of the Greek Empire between the warring generals and their dynasties, the 

Empire eroded and was eventually overrun by the Romans. This led to an 

amalgamation of Roman and Greek (Hellenic) culture, evidenced in the culture and 

religion of the Eastern Roman Empire during the days of 

warring kings of the north and south and its infamous king of the north – Antiochus Epiphanes, the Greek 

Empire is presented in the prophetic word as a foreshadowing of events that will take place in a still distant 

 
Figure 1.4 
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The Greek Empire had its beginning in the small land of Macedon which was wrested from Persian control 

Philip of Macedonia. He raised a large 

Macedonian army by amalgamating many of the Greek states. His aim was to conquer Persia and avenge the 

humiliation wrought upon the Macedonians by the Persian king Xerxes. Before this could be accomplished 

r took up the mission of conquest and vengeance which he 

even subjugating Egypt and parts of India. Under Alexander the 

Persian Empire as the dominant 

on the Nile which, centuries later became 

After his death at very young age, 

. However, under Alexander the Greek 

worshipping many gods whom they believed took on 

human form, possessing superhuman powers. Their principal gods were Zeus (god of 

the skies); Poseidon (god of the sea); Hades (god of the underworld). In later years 

the Greeks became renowned for their architecture, knowledge and their political 

administration (which is claimed to be the cradle of modern democracy). After the 

division of the Greek Empire between the warring generals and their dynasties, the 

Empire eroded and was eventually overrun by the Romans. This led to an 

) culture, evidenced in the culture and 

during the days of Constantine. Through its 

Antiochus Epiphanes, the Greek 

Empire is presented in the prophetic word as a foreshadowing of events that will take place in a still distant 
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Continuing down the Image we observe the 

description of this fourth empire matches the terror and temerity of the Roman Empire revealed in the NT 

and in secular records. This description, along with the 

the Great Image, confirms this was the mighty and rapacious Roman Empire that 

ruled for some 300 years over a territory in size and power far above all before it.

 

 It is believed that Rome grew out of a small city

Latium, located on the western peninsula of Italy. In its early days Rome was a 

monarchy. After some 150 years it dispensed with its kings and became a republic,

which lasted about 500 years. The next phase of the Roman E

BC. It is referred to as 

extensive territorial conquests from Britain to Syria and into the northern parts of 

Africa. Figure 1.5 maps Rome’s territorial boundaries at the height of

BC- 44 BC) was pivotal in transforming the 

before the Senate, “Veni, vidi, vici” 

fourth Beast - “whose teeth were of iron, and his nails of brass; which devoured, brake in pieces, and 

stamped the residue with his feet” (Dan 7:19). When our Lord was born Augustus was Caesar. After he died 

Augustus (14 AD) was replaced by 

Lord’s life on earth.  

 

After some time Imperial Rome divided into two empires, 

two legs of the Image. The Western Roman Empire declined and 

AD). The Eastern Roman Empire remained and flourished under the Emperor Constantine. Its capital was the 

Greek city of Byzantium which Constantine renamed 

Eastern Rome became essentially Grecian, adopting 

Byzantine Empire preserving many Greco

Babylonian and Christian ritualism into its religion. The Byzantine Empire eventually fell to the Islamic 

Ottoman Empire in 1453.  

 

The Roman Empire is significant in the prophetic purposes of God

 

• It was this empire in which the Messiah was to be born and “cut off” by way of 

• It was this empire that was complicit in His earthly 

• it will be this same revived empire that will witness His earthly 

 

It was this empire that imposed rigid civil order throughout its vast territory which enabled the spread of the 

Gospel in its early years.  

 

Furthermore, the unequalled imperious nature of the Roman Empire has established the propensity for the 

future revived Roman Empire. T

Pontiff,” Julius Caesar, has paved the way for Mystery Babylon the 

the revived Roman Empire.  
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Continuing down the Image we observe the two legs of iron. Though not named by Daniel, his graphic 

description of this fourth empire matches the terror and temerity of the Roman Empire revealed in the NT 

and in secular records. This description, along with the successive nature of the empires in the prophecy of 

the Great Image, confirms this was the mighty and rapacious Roman Empire that 

ruled for some 300 years over a territory in size and power far above all before it.

It is believed that Rome grew out of a small city-state of Latin

Latium, located on the western peninsula of Italy. In its early days Rome was a 

monarchy. After some 150 years it dispensed with its kings and became a republic,

which lasted about 500 years. The next phase of the Roman E

BC. It is referred to as Imperial Rome, relating to the time in which Rome made 

extensive territorial conquests from Britain to Syria and into the northern parts of 

maps Rome’s territorial boundaries at the height of its imperial power. 

) was pivotal in transforming the Republic into the Imperial Roman Empire

before the Senate, “Veni, vidi, vici” - “I came, I saw, I conquered,” epitomizes the voracious character of the 

“whose teeth were of iron, and his nails of brass; which devoured, brake in pieces, and 

stamped the residue with his feet” (Dan 7:19). When our Lord was born Augustus was Caesar. After he died 

Augustus (14 AD) was replaced by Tiberius (insert), who continued as Emperor during the remainder of the 

After some time Imperial Rome divided into two empires, East and West. This division is symbolized in the 

The Western Roman Empire declined and disintegrated during the 5

AD). The Eastern Roman Empire remained and flourished under the Emperor Constantine. Its capital was the 

which Constantine renamed Nova Roma (New Rome 

Eastern Rome became essentially Grecian, adopting Greek as its main language. It became known as the 

preserving many Greco-Roman legal and cultural traditions while infusing Greek, 

ritualism into its religion. The Byzantine Empire eventually fell to the Islamic 

significant in the prophetic purposes of God, for instance: 

empire in which the Messiah was to be born and “cut off” by way of 

empire that was complicit in His earthly humiliation.  

same revived empire that will witness His earthly glorification

imposed rigid civil order throughout its vast territory which enabled the spread of the 

Furthermore, the unequalled imperious nature of the Roman Empire has established the propensity for the 

The Babylonian religious system of Rome in the days of the “Supreme 

Pontiff,” Julius Caesar, has paved the way for Mystery Babylon the Great Harlot and its unholy alliance with 

ROMAN EMPIRE 
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. Though not named by Daniel, his graphic 

description of this fourth empire matches the terror and temerity of the Roman Empire revealed in the NT 

nature of the empires in the prophecy of 

the Great Image, confirms this was the mighty and rapacious Roman Empire that 

ruled for some 300 years over a territory in size and power far above all before it. 

state of Latin-speaking people in 

Latium, located on the western peninsula of Italy. In its early days Rome was a 

monarchy. After some 150 years it dispensed with its kings and became a republic, 

which lasted about 500 years. The next phase of the Roman Empire began about 31 

, relating to the time in which Rome made 

extensive territorial conquests from Britain to Syria and into the northern parts of 

its imperial power. Julius Caesar (c.100 

Roman Empire. His famous speech 

“I came, I saw, I conquered,” epitomizes the voracious character of the 

“whose teeth were of iron, and his nails of brass; which devoured, brake in pieces, and 

stamped the residue with his feet” (Dan 7:19). When our Lord was born Augustus was Caesar. After he died 

t), who continued as Emperor during the remainder of the 

This division is symbolized in the 

disintegrated during the 5
th

 century (c. 476 

AD). The Eastern Roman Empire remained and flourished under the Emperor Constantine. Its capital was the 

(New Rome – later Constantinople). 

as its main language. It became known as the 

Roman legal and cultural traditions while infusing Greek, 

ritualism into its religion. The Byzantine Empire eventually fell to the Islamic 

empire in which the Messiah was to be born and “cut off” by way of crucifixion.  

glorification.  

imposed rigid civil order throughout its vast territory which enabled the spread of the 

Furthermore, the unequalled imperious nature of the Roman Empire has established the propensity for the 

he Babylonian religious system of Rome in the days of the “Supreme 

and its unholy alliance with 
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Figure 1.5 
 

 

The “sure word” of Bible prophecy 
These then are the four now historical Gentile empires of the Great Image, each of which successively 

subjugated Israel from the time of Babylon to Imperial Rome. In Daniel 7 these same four empires emerge 

from the sea in the form of four beasts, presenting additional aspects concerning them. Though the 

Babylonian Empire existed at the time of Daniel’s interpretation, its rise was prophesied by Micah many 

decades before it became a great power (Mic 4:9-10). How remarkable! The Bible foretold the emergence of 

these Gentile empires and of their impact on God’s firstborn nation centuries before they appeared in the 

pages of history. In this sense these empires compose the then “known world.” In the figure of the Great 

Image we have a notable confirmation that Bible prophecy is a divine, defined, declared, a desirable and a 

dependable word and, what is more, it is to be interpreted literally. This has been demonstrated in relation 

to the broad scheme of the future, and also in relation to the particular things that accompany it – such as 

the prophecies concerning Cyrus. All this agrees with the glorious truth that God is watchful over His word to 

perform it (Jer 1:12). Powerful kingdoms and their kings come and go, but all are under the omniscient and 

omnipotent foreknowledge of God (Dan 2:21; 4:35; 5:21). “The word which I have spoken shall be done, 

saith the Lord GOD” (Eze 12:28). What then is the present value of this confirmed truth? It is that 

unbelievers may be convicted to salvation and that believers are constrained to sanctification. 
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Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 

word of God” (Rom 10:17). 
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Events that are 
still in the  

future! 

Prophetic aspects of the Great Image – Part 2 
So far Daniel’s interpretation has been in regard to the Babylonian Empire of his day and the three Gentile 

empires that succeeded it. All this is now part of history. In the next part of the Great Image we are dealing 

with that which is future to us (vv 41-45). It too will become history. The feet 

represent a future Gentile kingdom. Its ten toes (the existence of which is deduced 

from Daniel 7:7) represent the initial form of that kingdom, which is a ten kingdom 

confederation – the revived Roman Empire. It is the foundation of the future 

empire of the Antichrist. “All that dwell upon the earth shall worship him” (Rev 

13:8). During the Tribulation the Antichrist or Beast will take control of this confederation and become 

synonymous with it. He becomes the “eighth.” “And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, 

and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition” (Rev 17:11). 

 

The reason we refer to this dominion as the revived Roman empire is because it brings before us the Gentile 

and political aspects of the world government of the Antichrist. There is an equally important Babylonian 

dimension to it seen in its ecclesiastical and commercial aspects, which are not unfolded until Revelation 17 

and 18 respectively. Nothing corresponds to the ten-fold confederation in history or in present times.  

 

The clay in the feet and toes of the Great Image speaks of the carnality of man which, in the end, 

undermines the confederation. We then come upon the highest moment in this and in all true prophecy, 

already noted.  

 

The Second Advent of Christ 

The stone speaks of Christ who will return and shatter this future Gentile federated empire. It smites the 

“image upon its feet” (Dan 2:34) and becomes a great mountain filling the earth. This symbolizes Christ at 

His Second Advent, at which time He will bring an end to all Gentile rule on earth and install His glorious 

reign in the Millennial Kingdom (Dan 2:35). It is the “5
th

”
 
kingdom of the Great Image and it is not a Gentile 

one. It marks an end to the Times of the Gentiles – the time of Gentile ascendancy and subjugation of Israel. 

Israel will be united under its Messiah-King – Jesus of Nazareth, the King of kings and Lord of lords. 

 

“The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying, Moreover, thou Son of man, take thee 

one stick, and write upon it, For Judah, and for the children of Israel his companions [the 

Southern Kingdom]: then take another stick, and write upon it, For Joseph, the stick of 

Ephraim, and for all the house of Israel his companions [the Northern Kingdom]: And join 

them one to another into one stick; and they shall become one in thine hand. And when the 

children of thy people shall speak unto thee, saying, Wilt thou not shew us what thou meanest 

by these? Say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will take the stick of Joseph, 

which is in the hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel his fellows, and will put them with 

him, even with the stick of Judah, and make them one stick, and they shall be one in mine 

hand. And the sticks whereon thou writest shall be in thine hand before their eyes. And say 

unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will take the children of Israel from among the 

heathen, whither they be gone, and will gather them on every side, and bring them into their 

own land: And I will make them one nation in the land upon the mountains of Israel; and one 

king shall be king to them all [Christ, the Greater Son of David, Jer 33:14-15]: and they shall be 

no more two nations, neither shall they be divided into two kingdoms any more at all” (Eze 

37:15-22).  


